
 Jerusalem the capital of Palestineـ



 105 performances in 2017 
Al-Harah Theater reached  

24,000 audiences  
“20,000 children & 4,000 adults” 



The Interactive show “Best Friends” 
 Directed by Firas Abu Sabbah 

This show was produced in March 2017 targeting children from 6 - 12 years. This show is based on short stories for        
children. During the show we get introduced to three best friends “Felfel”; the city mouse who goes to visit his 
friends “Sukar”; the village mouse and the dog “Popsi”. The three friends start a journey full of adventures to know 
more about the village, its food and traditional games that have been lost in the city. 



“As the Sun Fell” Play 
Directed by Bashar Murkus 

 

A Dramatic Legend produced in 
June 2017. 
The legend tells the story of a        
father waiting for his son who ran 
away years ago to return back.  
The father lives on the hope of his 
son's return every day and             
involves everyone around him in a 
state of waiting; his disabled son 
and the neighbor's daughter, who 
devoted her life to caring for her 
blind brother, she is promised to 
marry his absent son when he      
returns. 
One day a strong storm blows over 
the town, the sea rages and the 
waiting falls. 
The heroes of this dramatic legend 
are ordinary people through which 
Mu’taz Abu Saleh, Bashar Murkus 
and the team of the play dismantle 
the myth of waiting. 



”Hetalieh” Play 
Directed by Daniel Arbaczewski 

 

The play targets the young audience ages         
between 3 to 6, and it is based on the      
original autobiography “The First Well: A 
Bethlehem Boyhood” by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. 
It was produced in September 2017.  
“Hetalieh” is the story of Yousef, a little 
child from the small city of Bethlehem, 
whose biggest dream is a great bowl of 
Hetalieh – a traditional Palestinian dessert. 
Although his parents can hardly afford such 
luxuries, today Yousef with both his parents 
are preparing a huge portion of Hetalieh. For 
some reason, it disappears, and the boy is in 
big trouble. 
Three actors on stage are telling the story 
using just two colors – black and white.     
Using wooden blocks, tablets, soft cushions 
and simple puppets we create the world of 
Yousef, smoothly going from one place to 
the other. The performance aims to               
familiarize the young children with the  
theater.  



”Meramieh” Play 
Directed by Mirna Sakhleh 

 

“Meramieh” was produced in         
October 2017. The play is based on 
the six testimonies published in the 
book “Living Memories” which was 
published by Al-Rowat for Studies 
& Research in partnership with the 
Danish House in Plaestine.  
The director of the play edited the 
text of “Meramieh” through        
combining and integrating these 
testimonies, to focus on a              
particular historical era which is 
the Catastrophe of 1948 (the 
Nakba) and what accompanies it of 
harsh and cruel human experiences 
that those Palestinian refugees 
went through, as well as the human 
stories that intersect with the       
experiences of other refugees in 
the world until this day.  



“Christmas with Farid” Play 
Directed by Mirna Sakhleh 

 

A Christmas play that was produced in November 2017. 
The play tells the story of “Farid” a child who lives far away with his parents. 
He decides to travel with his father, who is a postman, to help him in           
delivering the Christmas cards. 
During the journey of Farid and his father, we visit different countries and 
learn about the rituals of celebrating Christmas there. 



“The Well” Play 
Directed by Mohammad Eid 

 

A play that was produced in December 2017. The play focuses on the demolition of the water cisterns by the Israeli 
occupation in Palestine, in addition to the restrictions imposed on the marginalized rural communities and the      
challenges arising in these areas. The play addresses the actual need for solidarity to face the practices carried out 
by the Occupation, highlighting the importance of the role of women in this daily struggle.  



Drama & Theater Training 
 

During 2017, Al-Harah Theater team completed 32 sessions of training for its groups; two hours sessions once a 
week for one children group and two young people groups with a total of 43 trainees.  
During July 2017, Al-Harah organized an artistic summer camp titled “Be Creative” for two weeks. 35 children par-
ticipated in the summer camp and took workshops in Dabkeh, Drama, and recycling. 
Our team completed 5 drama training programs for children and Youth in Jerusalem one in collaboration with 
Palestine Vision Center, and 4 trainings with The Palestinian Counseling Center. 



 

Al-Harah Theater organized The International Children 
and Youth Theater Festival “Yalla Yalla” in Bethlehem, 
from the 1st until the 10th of April targeting Children, 
Youth, and families. 
The festival hosted six international groups and four local 
groups, who performed their shows twice a day; morning 
shows targeting students from different public and        
private schools from the Bethlehem area, and evening 
shows targeting Palestinian families and children. The 
festival was supported by the EU within the project 
“Funoun for All” in cooperation with Al-Kamandjati       
Association and El-Funoun Palestinian Dance Troupe. 
The groups who participated in the festival are from;     
Poland, “Anderson Theater” and “Teatr Ewolucji Cienia”, 
from Belarus, “The Brest Puppet Theater”, from                 
Argentine, “Mandragora Circo, from Denmark, ”Rapid 
Eye Contemporary Circus”, from Palestine; “Nazareth   
Ensemble Fringe”, “Assirah Theater”, “Beit Byout Team”, 
and “Edward Said National Conservatory”. 
Al-Harah Theater honored the artist Nidal Khatib, Mr.  
Refat Qassis, the Prisident of the DCI, the family of the 
martyred child Abed Rahman Obeidallah, and the           
talented blind child Jeries Thaljieh during the closing 
ceremony of the festival. Watch the trailer of the festival 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htcWqNlHtsk&t=27s


More than 12,000 children, youth and their families           
attended the 24 theater, dance, circus, and music events 
organized during the festival period. 



The second group started their training at  
Al-Harah Performing Arts Training Center - PARC 

The training of the new group of students at Al-Harah Performing Arts Training Center - PARC started at the new 
premises. 12 students studying Sound & Light Design & Techniques, Costume Design & Making, and Scenography 
Design & Making, started the first phase which is the training with local trainers at the end of 2016, while during 
2017 they finished the second phase of practical training with different Palestinian performing arts organizations. 
The third phase started in September 2017 with International trainers.  
Parts of the training curriculum adopted by PARC have been modified based on the needs of the labor market and 
the experience gained from training the first group. 



In November 2017, the Israeli occupation         
arrested our student Ward Adnan Al-Saifi, 
while he was at home in Dheisheh refugee 
camp in Bethlehem. He was sentenced to six 
months' imprisonment and a financial       
guarantee. 
His arrest was part of continuous attacks on 
the camp on daily basis by the Israeli military. 
Ward sentence was a violation of human 
rights. 
Freedom for Ward and all the Palestinian        
prisoners 



International and Local Participations in Events in 2017 

“Jihan’s Smile” play as part of The Arab Arts Focus at the Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland 

Capacity Building in “Organizing Events and International Festivals” in Edinburgh, Scotland 

The First conference for the Palestinian Performing Arts Network, Ramallah 

The Fifth Palestine Marathon , Bethlehem 

Palestine National Cultural Day, Bethlehem 

Nowwar Nisan Festival, Ramallah 

Let’s Go to the Garden, Ramallah 

Birzeit Heritage Week, Birzeit 

Al-Harah Partners in 2017 


